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Extended Essay: Exemplar Commentary 

Subject Economics If applicable, theme 
for WSEE 

 

If applicable, 
category for 
language essays 

 If applicable, 
subjects used for 
WSEE 

 

Title of essay What are the factors that affect the consumers’ demand for 
cabbage in two different localities in Busan, South Korea: 
Haeundae and Young-Do and how do they vary from each 
locality? 

Essay number A Examination session  

Assessment of extended essay 

Criteria Mark awarded Commentary 

A: Focus and 
method 

[6] 

5 Ideally, a double-barrelled RQ should be 
avoided. However, this shortcoming is not 
enough to prevent the essay from 
reaching the top band. The purpose and 
focus of the research is made very clear 
and is highly suitable for economic 
analysis. The essay uses an appropriate 
range of sources, including highly 
effective primary data, and the 
methodology is appropriate to the 
Research question and quite 
sophisticated. The essay remains focused 
on the Research question throughout. 
What prevents this from receiving full 
marks is that the question ends up being 
too big to be able to be answered within 
4,000 words. The focus on the Research 
question is maintained throughout the 
essay, but the student seems to be forced 
to forego some critical analysis. 



B: Knowledge and 
understanding 

[6] 

6 There is clear and coherent use of the 
source material. Throughout the essay, 
there is evidence of a mature and 
sophisticated understanding of economic 
theory. The use of terminology and 
concepts is excellent. 

C: Critical thinking 

[12] 

10 Both the research undertaken and the 
analysis of the results are of a very high 
standard, showing a mature application 
and understanding of economic theory. 
Throughout the essay, there are 
concluding comments linking the analysis 
with the research question. An effective, 
focused, and reasoned argument is 
developed from the quantitative data. The 
argument is largely well-structured and 
coherent. Limitations here come from the 
likelihood that it was a challenge to keep 
the essay within the word count. Some of 
the analysis/conclusions are presented in 
a rather perfunctory manner, or even in 
the form of a table rather than a written 
analysis, and this leaves some of the 
analysis up to the reader. With a longer 
essay, there might have been more 
evaluation throughout the essay. Although 
there is evaluation in the summative 
conclusion, it would have been appropriate 
to evaluate the analysis throughout the 
essay. The bottom of this level is 
appropriate; the research and analysis are 
excellent, but there could be more critical 
awareness. 

D: Presentation 

[4] 

4 The structure of the essay is clearly 
appropriate in terms of the requirements 
of a formal essay. The illustrative material 
supports the approach and is mostly very 
clear and informative. 

E: Engagement  The assessment of an accompanying 
RPPF will affect the overall mark awarded 
and the grade achieved. 



[6] 

(not included) 

Total marks 
awarded 

25/28 This is a very strong EE, showing a high 
level of knowledge and understanding of 
economic theory, excellent research and 
mature analysis. There is clear 
engagement with the relevant topic. 

Please note: as a result of modifying 
existing extended essays for illustrative 
purposes, not all exemplars have an 
accompanying RPPF for assessment under 
criterion E (this is a mandatory element for 
all essays as of 2018). As a result, this 
essay has been marked out of 28 rather 
than 34. 

	


